WESTERN SAHARA

Morocco

11 days to discover one of the most unknown part of the Sahara, forbidden for decades
to foreigners. An expedition that mixes real adventure with refined cultural discoveries.

Scheduled departure dates
from Agadir (day 1):

2023
February 2
March 2
April 20
November 9

December 26™ (with Bedouins’ feast; no cattle market)
Any other date on request

Minimum 2 — Maximum 16 participants

- PRESENTATION

The former Spanish Sahara colony
has been the site of a long war
since the second half of the
seventies. This region also called
the Western Sahara has been off-
limits for decades to travelers. We
are proud to be the first to bring
intrepid travelers to the vast,
rocky and sandy regions of Saguia
El Hamra, Tiris Zemmour and Rio
de Oro, now Saharan provinces of
Morocco. Accompanied by reliable
guides and following a carefully

MAURITANIA

planned itinerary, we explore it safely.

A real “out of the beaten tracks” expedition for passionate travellers and Sahara lovers.
Desert crossing, genuine encounters with nomadic tribes as the mythical Reguibat, stone
citadels, prehistoric rock art sites, unexpected navigation on emerald lagunes between
ocean and dunes... A balanced mix of adventure and cultural discoveries as the Hispano-



Moresque architecture, one of the refrains of this Saharan expedition that starts and
ends by the ocean.

The itinerary is the result of a ten-years research, both in the field and bibliographical.
Scouting, contacts with Saharawi tribes, encounters with former fighters, allow us to
share with our travelers the most interesting spots of this wide region dense of history,
linking prehistoric times with contemporary era.

ITINERARY

Day 1 (Thursday) - AGADIR
Arrival to Agadir, a city on the shore of the Atlantic Ocean in the southern part of Morocco. Transfer and
overnight at the Atlas Amadil Beach Hotel. Four stars beach resort facing the gulf, or equivalent hotel.

Day 2 - SIDI IFNI, A HISPANO-MORESQUE CITTADEL

Agadir is a Berber and cosmopolitan town with Phoenician origins. From 1140 BC to our days has been
permanently inhabited, thanks to its geographical position with a large beach protected by a gulf and to
its mild climate, has attract Carthaginians, Portuguese, Dutch, Sephardi Jews and finally French. The town
was destroyed by two earthquakes in 1731 and 1960 and has always been rebuilt. Today is a known
touristic destination. The market of Agadir surrounded by decorated walls, Souk El Had, is one of the
largest in Morocco with more than six thousand merchants offering nearly any product and handicraft
from the country. The traders are not pushy, making the visit even more enjoyable.

Our convoy of 4x4 vehicles will
leave the main highway for a more
scenic itinerary along the Atlantic
coast between reefs and creeks.
Late lunch at a typical restaurant in
a fisherman village facing the
ocean.

Sidi Ifni dates back to 1476 and
was a Spanish enclave until 1969.
The still inhabited Hispano-
Moresque citadel dominates the
ocean from a rocky hill; the large
alleys and the round plaza has a
unique “out of time” atmosphere.
Dinner and overnight at Safa Hotel, self-contained air-conditioned rooms.

Day 3 - CAMEL MARKET



Guelmim is an ancient caravan terminal. In the medina we can discover goods and ancient glass beads
from the trans-Sahara trade... The right day to be in Guelmim is the market day, the animal section of the
souk with herds of sheep, goats and
camel is a unique scene of colours,
sounds... and smells. Nomadic
shepherds  dressed in the
traditional djellaba with head and
face covered by a blue turban arrive
as far as from the Mauritanian
desert.

Lunch in a local restaurant.

We leave the road for a track to
Ksar (Fort) Tifnidilt located at the
top of a hill overlooking the western
bank of Ouadi Draa riverbed. This
southern area along with the estuary of Ouadi (river) Draa was the border between the French
protectorate of Morocco and the Spanish Sahara Colony. The ghostly military fort of Tifnidilt still “guards”
this ancient border. Being there make us feel as if we were on the set of an old French Foreign Legion
movie.

Late afternoon arrival at the charming and comfortable Ksar Tafnidilt Hotel built using local materials in a
perfect Saharan architecture. The hotel is managed by our friends, Guy and Magali, a French couple.
Magali is a desert expert; she won the “Rally des Gazelles”, the most gruelling off-road competition
reserved for female teams. Ksar Tafnidilt is a meeting point for passionate Sahara travellers. The hotel will
be our base for two nights.

Day 4 - ESTUARIES AND DESERT
R o el The Dra estuary region is only visited by
2 N brave travelers. Between the cliffs and the
Atlantic Ocean there are only tracks
vanishing in the sand. We will discover tiny
temporary settlements of fishermen,
fishing directly from the cliff or from caves
facing the ocean. Ghostly colonial military
posts are part of the landscape, as dunes
and camels. If the tide permits, we will
drive for miles along a wild beach, a strip
between dunes and waves... We leave the
coastline finding our way along a riverbed
(Ouadi) in a large canyon, the only possible path between desert, cliffs and the ocean. Evening return to
our comfortable base, Ksar Tafnidilt hotel.

Day 5 - DUNES AND LAGOONS

We will leave Tafnidilt crossing a steep range of dunes. From this point we will be in the territories that
were known as Western Sahara, a forbidden territory during the long war that opposed the Front Polisario
to Morocco. The itinerary follows a crag, between desert and sea. ocean.



The Naila salt lagoon, separated from the ocean by a row of dunes has an estuary opening to the Atlantic
Ocean. It is the largest Salt Lake in Morocco (100 Km?). Protected area of great natural beauty, it is an
important resting point on the bird’s migratory way that host up to 20.000 individuals as flamingos,
cormorants, gulls, herons... We will navigate to discover this emerald water enclosed in a wide frame of
yellow dunes and brown escarpments on local fisherman wooden boats.

Dinner and overnight in the recently built Sahara Beach Hotel Akhfenir, comfortable rooms with private
facilities.

Day 6 - SMARA, DESERT CITADEL
After a drive in the rocky desert region of the Seguia el Hamra we arrive to Smara.
Smara was founded in 1898 by the sheikh Maa el Ainin, born at Qualata in Mauritania from an important
_— Sufi religious family. In 1887,
Moulay Abdelaziz, the sultan of
Morocco, named him Caid of
Tindouf (in the actual Algeria).
Smara was built with the support
of the Sultan of Morocco that
~ sent fonds, technicians,
=== Materials, and architects. Before
the edification of the town, the
site was a caravanserai on the
pathway to Mauritania. The town
of Smara became a key market
for the local nomads and for the
caravans linking the Magreb with
T sub-Saharan Africa. In 1908,
— FIRNSS Sheik Maa el Ainin claimed
himself as a religious leader (Imam) declaring Smara a holly town and called the jihad against French and
Spanish colonisation. Smara is the only town founded by a Saharawi, the rest of the towns in this part of
the Sahara has been created by the Spanish. Smara has always been the epicentre of the Saharawi
insurgencies. To settle one of the many rebellions, Smara was attacked by the French camel battalions
coming from Mauritania in 1913 and in 1934 by the “Tercio” (Spanish foreign legion) and in 1973 the
Polisario front was founded in Smara.
During the Spanish colony, the administration didn’t have a strong presence in the inland and the Smara
region was under control of Sheikh Maa el Ainin and of its Saharawi rebel tribes. Sheikh Maa el Ainin




became the most relevant political-religious leader of a vast region called Trab al-Bidan covering from
south Morocco to Western Sahara, Mauritania, and a large strip of desert from north Mali to southwest
Algeria. It is said that he married 116 wives from different tribes, creating an alliance with each of the
tribes. A young French intrepid traveller and explorer, Michel Vieuchange, disguised as a Berber woman
was able to reach the town in 1930 taking more than 200 photos and filling up seven notebooks. Michel
Vieuchange died of dysentery and exhaustion when he was 26 years old on his way back. His brother
published posthumous the book “Smara: the forbidden city”.

Smara is today a pleasant small town with a well-supplied market; from the old times remains some
Hispano-Moresque colonial military quarters and the interesting palace of the Zawiya built by Maa el Ainin
in stone with a white plaster bas-relief ceiling.

‘]"\‘

After dinner we will be guests to a traditional feast and women drumming, typical of the Saharawi culture.
Dinner and overnight at a full comfortable fix camp in morish large tents with carpets and beads, or at a
recently built Hotel Sahariano, air-conditioned self-contained rooms.

Days 7, 8 and 9 - SAHARA: THE FORBIDDEN TRACK

In Smara we will meet our local guide, a nomad from a Sahrawi tribe who will lead us during four days of
a total of-road desert expedition crossing the Western Sahara from north to south.

In this real desert expedition, we will cross large dunes to discover wells frequented by long lines of camels
belonging to the legendary Reguibat nomads and we will meet them. We will have the privilege to visit an
area rich in ancient petroglyphs just discovered and under study by the archaeologists that believe that
these sites hide the highest concentration of prehistoric graffiti in North Africa.

Days 7, 8 and 9 camp under the stars of the desert, comfortable tents with beds and carpets; restaurant-
tent with chairs and tables.




Day 10 - FROM THE DESERT TO THE OCEAN

Morning continuation of our expedition in direction to the ocean. Afternoon arrival to Dakhla. The
exceptional beauty of the landscape makes of the Dakhla peninsula a special place. The Rio de Oro is a
25-mile-long sea loch situated between cliffs and dunes. Different pastel colours paint the scenery: blue
ocean, yellow sand, green seaweed fields and dark rocks.

Hotel Buena Vista, 4 stars, facing the ocean.

Day 11 - RIO DE ORO

Drive along the shore where the waves lap the sand dunes.

A unique scenery experience:
during the high tide the ocean
will flood the desert: rocks and
dune will become temporary
islands.

The small town of Dakhla was
founded by Spanish navigators in
1502 as “Villa Cisneros.” Visit of
the colourful fishing harbour,
lunch in an oyster farm (other
meals available). Thanks to its position Dakhla is, in our days, one of the word famous Kitesurf
destinations.

Return to our hotel for the last shower, late afternoon or evening transfer to the airport.

TECHNICAL SHEET

EXPEDITION LEADER: leader with geographical and cultural knowledge of the itinerary and populations.
The leader will be assisted by experienced drivers and local guides.

TRANSPORTS:

On land: for most of the itinerary on roads, tracks and virgin sand dunes will be four-wheel-drive air-
conditioned vehicles. One of the vehicles will be 4x4 pickup cable to carry the camping equipment.
During the drives, a bottle of water will be distributed to each participant.

On Naila salt lagunes: local fishing boats.

VISAS: Morocco doesn’t require visa for most nationalities. Please check.
VACCINATIONS: no vaccination request, please check Covid updated regulations.

HOTELS: are carefully chosen. Four stars hotel at Agadir and Dakhla. Comfortable hotels with self-
contained rooms during the tour. Fix camp if included: large tents with bed.

MOBILE CAMPS: three nights in mobile camps, in the remotest part of Western Sahara.
Camp in immensity of Sahara is an unforgettable experience. Comfortable tents with beds, chairs and

carpets. Restaurant tent..

MEALS:



Lunches: cold meals, mainly picnics or in local restaurants.

Dinners: in the hotels, complete touristic menu.

At our mobile camps: simple but tasty hot dinners composed by fresh local products integrated by
preserved food. Bottled mineral water and a choice between white or red wine, beer, and soft drinks.
Please mention your preference and any dietic prescription at the time of booking.

LUGGAGE: due to the nature of the itinerary, please limit your personal luggage to 45lb (20 kg), soft sacs
are recommended.

INSURANCE: mandatory for medical assistance (health care), repatriation, physical and material damages.
TransAfrica will not be held responsible for any material and physical damages during or in consequence
of the tour. Discover an insurance policy proposal:
http://www.travelinsured.com/agency?agency=53814&r=https%3a%2{%2fwww.divediscovery.com%
2{&p=

NOTICE: The itinerary is designed to experience fascinating places where the visit of foreigners is an
exceptional event. We need to be tolerant and flexible to fully enjoy the unique nature, landscape
and the spontaneous hospitality of the local populations. Itineraries, visits, overnights and
accommodations are subject to changes, improvements and adaptation due to recent experiences,
news from the field, force majeure. The changes are decided by the organizer. Navigation could be
subject to changes and cancellations due to meteorological conditions.

We are not responsible for any delay and cancellation due to external conditions.

PRICES

PER PERSON IN A SHARED DOUBLE ROOM / TEND:

Number

of Participants Published Rate
Based on 5+ guests 2694 €
Based on 4 guests 3199 €
Based on 3 guests 3912€
Single supplement 289 €

Special departure dates and smaller groups on request.

Prices include:

» Transfer from airport upon arrival (day 1) and departure (day 11)

= Tour and excursions in 4WD vehicles and local fishing boats

»  English-speaking local guide

= Tours and visits as per the programme

= Accommodation as per itinerary

= All meals as described: B = breakfast, L = lunch, D = dinner

» One bottle of mineral water each participant, each day during the visits
= Entrance fees to parks, concessions, protected areas and cultural sites and scheduled events
= First Aid box

= All service charges and taxes


http://www.travelinsured.com/agency?agency=53814&r=https%3a%2f%2fwww.divediscovery.com%2f&p=

Prices do not include:

» International flights

= Earlier (prior day 1) and/or later (after day 11) transfers from and to airport
= Visafees

= Any meals or sightseeing tours other than those specified in the program
= Mineral water and drinks at meals

= Porterage

» Fees for personal photos and videos

= Personal and holiday insurance (compulsory)

» Tips for drivers, guides and hotel staff

= Costs relating to delayed or lost luggage and flights.

» Any item of personal nature such as phone calls, laundry, etc.

= Whatever is not mentioned as included

TERMS OF PAYMENT

PAYMENT POLICY
A deposit of 30% is required at the time of confirmation and the balance is due to less than 60 days
before the arrival of guests at the destination.



